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The rise in the average age at death has already been noted (p. 248). Deaths from 
causes that mainly affect children and young adults have declined. Diphtheria for example 
has been almost wiped out and tuberculosis has been greatly reduced. On the other hand 
the aging of the population has increased the proportion of deaths from certain causes that 
affect older people. Thus, cancer and diseases of the cardiovascular-renal systems now 
account for a substantially larger proportion of all deaths than formerly. 

These trends indicate the remarkable success that has attended the attack by health 
authorities on the infective and contagious diseases which in the past have constituted 
such a great hazard in the early and young adult years of life. They have similarly served 
to emphasize the emergence of the chronic and degenerative conditions of later life as the 
targets towards which the public health programs of the future will be directed. In effect, 
Canada has shared the experience of most western nations in exchanging a high mortality 
in younger life for high morbidity in older age groups. 

The Chart on p. 251 shows death rates for the major cause groups from 1931-58. 

13. -Deaths and Rates per 100,000 Population, according to the International 
Abbreviated List of SO Causes, 1957 and 1958 
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'Less than 0.1 per 100,000. * Includes Hodgkin's disease, leukcemia and aleukmmia. 
nodgkin s disease, leukaemia and aleukremia. 

3 Excludes 


